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     The excitement of the Governor’s 
Fishing Opener on Big Sandy (the 
weekend of May 13th through the 
15th) continues. Plans for all the 
events have been finalized and 
from what I understand, a good 
time should be had by all.

 The kickoff event will be a 
community picnic at Pine Rail 
Park in McGregor on Friday, May 
13th from 4 to 7 PM for everyone 
who wishes to attend, and it will 
feature special guests and family 
activities. The fishing will commence 
on Saturday morning and will be 
followed by a shore lunch at the Big Sandy Camp on Waban Bay. I want to extend many 
thanks to all the planners and volunteers who have put so much time and effort into 
making this a very favorable and fun event for our community.

   The Big Sandy Lodge and Resort has been sold and will soon be under new management, 
and we welcome them. I understand that the new owners will honor commitments made 
to visitors who have made arrangements there for the Governor’s Fishing Opener. We 
will miss Don and Elisa Proulx, the sellers and previous owners of the Lodge. In my 
opinion, they did an excellent job of providing a good experience for all who patronized 
the Lodge during their ownership.

  Hopefully, we all agree on the importance of the landmark fire tower on Bill Horn Bay. 
Your lake association has been in contact with the DNR about the condition of the path 
and the steps up the tower. The DNR has already done some improvement work and 
has assured us that the tower will be kept in good repair. However, they also pointed 
out that vandalism does occur at the tower and most recently all the windows were 
broken. They are being replaced, but if the vandalism continues, the DNR will be forced 
to eliminate the access to the steps to the tower. The top of the tower is a great place to 
take pictures and sightsee. It would be a shame to lose that access.

  A quick reminder that Minnesota National Golf Course opened at the end of April. 
There is a men’s league that plays on Thursday afternoons at 4 PM. They usually play 9 
holes, but once a month they play 18. It’s a great time and the players are a fun bunch of 
guys. I recommend it to all golfers. If you buy a membership, you can play anytime and 
won’t have a problem finding others to play with you. Of course, there are also women’s 
leagues available.

  Each summer, the lake association has an annual meeting for the purpose of electing 
new board members and/or current board members who wish to continue to be members 
of the board. This year’s meeting will be held on Saturday, June 11th at the Lodge. The 
meeting will begin at 11 AM and includes lunch. We will have openings for two new 
directors this year. If you are interested in becoming a director on the board of the Big 
Sandy Lake Association, please let me know, or contact any of the other directors and 
we’ll be happy to add you to the ballot.  It’s a great way to get to know more about Big 
Sandy and to contribute your input on keeping the lake healthy and beautiful.  

  Now it’s time for me to get docks, lifts and boats in the water for the summer season! 
It goes by so quickly that we should all take advantage and enjoy every single day of it.

Bruce Johnson, President
Big Sandy Lake Association
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Big Sandy Lake Association 
Mission Statement

WITH RESPECT FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS, 

THE MISSION OF THE BIG SANDY LAKE 

ASSOCIATION -- THROUGH EDUCATION, LEADERSHIP, 

AND BY EXAMPLE -- IS TO PROTECT AND IMPROVE 

WATER QUALITY, PROMOTE BEST-PRACTICE 

SHORELINE MANAGEMENT AND USE, AND SEEK 

BALANCE AND HARMONY BETWEEN THE RIGHTS OF 

PROPERTY OWNERS AND EXISTING (AND PROPOSED) 

RULES, REGULATIONS, STATUTES, AND LAWS. 
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 Check Out the New BSLA Website and Email Address
   The new BSLA Website at BigSandyLakeMN.org is officially up and running, replacing the former site.  Please check 

it out and bookmark it for easy access.  Features of the new site include:

• Focus on topics of greatest importance
• Easier navigation between topics
• A mobile version for viewing from phones
• Updated links and references
• A more contemporary look
• Easier to update and make changes.

   The site will continue to be your source for information on BSLA activities, updates on issues of concern to property 
owners and users of the lake, and access to the quarterly newsletters and minutes from BSLA Board of Directors 
meetings. 

 
  We have also replaced the BSLA email address with BSLA@BigSandyLakeMN.org.  

   We thank board member Kathryn Beatty for her excellent work on designing and maintaining our new website. Feel 
free to contact the Board of Directors with your comments, questions or concerns.

Got Butterflies?
By Micki Berg, Master Gardener

   Minnesota is home to 161 species of butterflies 
that we have grown to enjoy and appreciate as a 
symbol of nature.  We can continue to enjoy these 
beautiful winged wonders but only if we are willing 
to change our land use practices that are slowly 
eradicating them.  We hear a lot about the slow 
demise of the monarch butterfly but one should 
also be aware that many other butterflies share the 
monarch’s future fate.

   Much of the decline of all butterflies is due to loss 
of habitat and use of herbicides and insecticides.  
Think back to years ago when there were miles and 
miles of meadows, forests, and roadside ditches 
flourishing with native trees, flowers and grasses.  
Slowly, these many miles of natural butterfly habitat 
have become our cities, roads, and backyards.  Backyards filled only with manicured lawn that doesn’t support 
much wildlife, if any. 

   We can change this but it takes effort from all of us.  One of the easiest and quickest ways is to plant a 
butterfly garden. This does not have to be huge. Start small and watch how the butterflies come to your yard. 
Most of us don’t need a large mown lawn. A good guide is to ask, ‘if I only walk on this yard to mow it or to rake 
it, do I really need it’?  Most would agree we have more lawn than we need.

   There are many choices of plants for a butterfly garden. Keep in mind that butterflies and their caterpillars need 
different plants. We’ve all been exposed to the abundance of great information related to shoreline restoration 
using native plants which, by the way, and are also good for butterflies. Marsh milkweed for example, is a 
native plant, and monarch butterflies lay their eggs on these plants. In fact, the monarch caterpillar eats ONLY 
milkweed. No milkweed = no monarchs. Marsh milkweed gets a beautiful purple flower, is a native plant, and 
needs little care once established. All species of milkweed are beneficial to the monarch. The monarch butterfly 
will also visit the flowers of many other plants for nectar: native aster, liatris, coneflower and Joe-pye weed, to 
name a few. The combination of these native plants makes a great monarch habitat and a stunning garden.

   Other butterflies that overwinter here in the north can benefit from your help. Several species of butterflies 
overwinter as caterpillars and hibernate in curled up leaves.  Leaving leaves and dead flowers to overwinter 
in your flower bed not only protects these caterpillars but creates winter interest in the garden and seeds for 
wintering birds.  Leaving tree leaves to compost, rather than burning, allows hibernating caterpillars to awaken.  

   Overwintering butterflies will crawl into small spaces in old logs, crevices of tree bark, and building overhangs 
in the fall. Leaving some fallen trees in the woods is helpful for these butterflies as well as woodpeckers and 
other wildlife. The mourning cloak butterfly overwinters here as a butterfly and is one of the first butterflies we 
see in the spring. I saw my first one on April 14th this year as it took minerals and water at a mud puddle. A 
sure sign of spring!

Lastly, you can help the butterflies by limiting, or better yet eliminating, your use of chemicals that are harmful 
to them. Keep your gardens healthy and you won’t need to use insecticides. Don’t use herbicides on your 
lawn or in the garden. Aside from being a good practice for anyone living on the lake, leaving those dandelions 
provides an important source of nectar in the spring for some bees. There is a reason the dandelion is one of 
the first blooms we see; nature has provided early food for awakening bees! Violets, a nuisance to some, are 
home to some species of hibernating caterpillars that need the new leaves to eat as they awaken from the 
winter. 

A brief comment about rearing monarchs in your home . . . Many, including myself, have collected eggs and 
caterpillars with a good heart in hopes of helping the monarch population and it is probably true that the success 
of a monarch egg reaching maturity in the home is better than in the wild. However, it is critically important to 
understand that to release butterflies without increasing the habitat they need to survive is merely releasing 
them to die. Raising monarchs is fun, interesting, and magical but it is also very labor intensive to do correctly. 
Raising monarchs comes with the added responsibility to provide habitat to support them. 

This spring, take on a new challenge to create healthy butterfly habitat in your yard.  You’ll enjoy the dual 
rewards of seeing the butterflies visit and the pleasing site of beautiful native flowers. Mother Nature has always 
provided what is needed, we just need to pay attention and follow her lead. 

More information on butterfly gardening can be found at the University of Minnesota website: http://www.
extension.umn.edu/garden/yard-garden/landscaping/butterfly-gardening/creating-a-butterfly-garden/. More 
information on the monarch butterfly can be found at:  http://monarchjointventure.org/monarch-biology/.

Q:  What’s the #1 water quality problem in 
the U.S?  

A:  Storm water runoff 
We all need to ask ourselves: How am I managing stormwater runoff from my 
property, and what can I do to improve it? 

For tips, check out www.dnr.state.mn.us/scoreyourshore/index.html.

Saturday Board Meetings? This is a Test
   We sent out an inquiry to our membership a few months ago asking if people might be willing to be on the 

BSLA board if the meeting time were more convenient for those who live in the Cities or have to be at work on 
Friday mornings.  

   A couple of people responded to say they would consider it, and we are eager to have them join the board. 
So, we have decided that this summer, for the months of July, August, and September, the BSLA board will test 
the idea of meeting at 8:30 a.m. on the second Saturday of the month, rather than the second Friday, to see if 
this works better for board members.

   We will work hard to keep the meetings to 2 1/2 hours, so you can get back to your weekend activities (and 
you can bring your guests along!). Now’s your chance to come and check out the BSLA board meetings, and 
we hope you’ll join us. 



Enbridge Pipeline Update
by Janet Hill
  In March, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) properly turned down 

Enbridge’s request to hurry the pipeline permitting process along, The next step is to await 
the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

  The Minnesota Department of Commerce is soliciting comments on what citizens want 
addressed in the EIS. It is important to get your comments into the written record, and you 
can submit comments until the end of the business day on Thursday, May 26, 2016. Submit 
your comment in one of three ways:

online at www.sandpiperline3.us
send an email to Pipeline.Comments@state.mn.us
send a letter via U.S. mail to 
Jamie MacAlister, Environmental Review Manager, 
Minnesota Department of Commerce, 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500, St. Paul MN 55101 
or via Fax 651-539-0109

  We need everyone’s voices to keep Big Sandy free from environmental threats. If you need 
help with comments, please contact me at janethillnew@gmail.com. I am happy to help. 

  The next opportunity to attend a public hearing and comment will likely be in January 2017; 
we will keep you posted. For those of you who commented or plan to comment, thank you for 
your involvement. Together, we can keep Minnesota waters clean and playable and drinkable.

  It is the opinion of the BSLA board that the proposed Enbridge pipeline route threatens 
Minnesota’s cleanest waters and our tourism economy. 

Loon Lore
   Loons are one of the pleasures of summer at the lake. Did you know 

that when you hear a loon wail (the call that sounds like a wolf howl) and 
you look up, it’s likely you’ll see an eagle flying overhead? The wail often 
means that the loon is feeling threatened. You can listen to learn the 
meanings of various loon calls at www.loon.org/voice-loon.php.

   60% of all North American birds use the Mississippi Flyway route (we’re 
under it!) during migration. You can track loon migration in particular at 
www.umesc.usgs.gov/terrestrial/migratory_birds/loons/migrations.html.

   The average number of chicks per loon pair is .59 per year, so loons need all the help they can get. Here’s 
what we all can do to help our loons survive and thrive: 

• Sign up for the Minnesota Loon Watcher program to help report the status of local loons, at www.dnr.
state.mn.us/eco/nongame/projects/loon_survey.html.

• Contact the DNR’s non-game wildlife program right away if you find an injured, sick, or dead loon.

• Watch ahead when driving a boat, and maintain distance from loons.

• Retrieve lost fishing line and tackle. It can wind itself around a loon’s beak, or be ingested.

• Report harassment, nest disturbance, or shooting of loons to our local CO, Amber Ladd..

• Protect natural shorelines, especially points, islands, floats, mats, and small bays (see dnr.state.mn.us/
shorelandmgmt for tips).

• Lead kills. Please consider switching to lead-free bait, and save our eagles, swans, and ducks from lead 
poisoning. The BSLA will be offering a lead bait exchange at the Governor’s Fishing Opener and at our annual 
meeting. 

   On a larger scale, keeping water clean ensures that Minnesota stays a stronghold for loons as they face 
threats due to climate change. Lake associations are the front line in taking care of Minnesota’s lake waters, 
followed by local units of government and state agencies. Thank you for helping keep the BSLA strong!

Thank You, Members, 
For Your Support!

   Big Sandy Lake Association members, 
thank you for helping the BSLA exceed 520 
members by late April. These memberships 
represent 47% of the individuals and 15% of 
the businesses contacted. 

   As a family or business that supported 
the organization, you should have received a 
membership decal either with the membership 
mailing or after your payment was received. We encourage you to display the decal on your car, 
home, boat, or business. If you have friends and neighbors who are not members, it is never too late 
for them to join. They may either mail a check for the level of membership desired, or use the PayPal 
button on the new website at BigSandyLakeMN.org.   

   As you visit businesses in the area, please thank those that are supporting the organization. The 
complete list of BSLA Business Members is available in this newsletter and on our website.

Foundation Name Change                                       
by Jim Carlson

   For many years the Big Sandy Lake Foundation (BSLF) has made many grants to various programs in the McGregor 
Lakes area:

• McGregor Schools – Big Sandy Water Institute; 14 years, 5,800 kids participating.
• McGregor Schools – 5th & 6th  grade eco-education
• ANGELS – Area Neighbors Giving Elderly Live-in Services
• Big Sandy Lake Association – To help fund and continue projects that Brian Herbranson was working on before 

his sudden passing. 

   These grants have helped the above organizations to affect the lives of many people in our McGregor area 
community. The BSLF Board of Directors (Curt Sparks, Lisa Kruse, Katie Nelson and myself), as well as the late co-
founder and board member, Jim Mikkelson, have unanimously decided to embrace the whole McGregor community 
for future grant requests. Effective January 1, 2016 the name has been changed to McGregor Lakes Area Foundation 
(MLAF). Donation checks should reflect this change. Thank you for your past, and hopefully continued, support.



Latest News from the Minnesota Coalition of 
Lake Associations

   The Big Sandy Lake Association is a member of the Minnesota Coalition of Lake Associations (MNCOLA), which 
helps us stay on top of the latest issues concerning Minnesota lakes, and gives us better access to the state legislature.  

   The April MNCOLA meeting was held at the state capitol on Wednesday, April 6th. The legislature is a busy place this 
spring, as it will only convene for ten weeks due to construction at the capitol, the shortest session in 70 years. Sadly, 
this means that they will be shoving bills into omnibus bills as amendments and, as one aide put it, “throwing it all at the 
wall to see what sticks.” This is a bit worrisome, as there are bills in the mix that weaken our ability to protect Minnesota’s 
waters and environment. Three bills in particular that relate to Minnesota lakes are:

- A bill that would exempt pipeline companies from having to obtain a Certificate of Need;

- A bill that would have members of the PUC elected rather than appointed by the governor; and 

- A bill that would prohibit the DNR from introducing muskies to additional waters or stocking them in places not 
previously stocked with muskies. (So far, Big Sandy is not on the list.)

   The BSLA is keeping an eye on these, and will do what it can to do what’s best for Big Sandy Lake. We need the 
input of our members; please contact any BSLA director if you have an opinion on these bills (or on any lake-related 
issue, for that matter).

   Paul Radomski, a research scientist a the DNR, described the current biological assessment of Minnesota lakes 
via the Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategy (WRAPS). Traditionally, the restoration of impaired waters has 
been our state’s priority, but now we will see a greater emphasis on protection of unimpaired waters, especially in the 
northern part of the state. 

   The DNR hopes to protect these “best of the best” lakes, which they call Lakes of Biological Significance (LBS). 

   In the WRAPS program, lakes are ranked based on diversity and health of aquatic plants, fish, amphibians, and 
birds, and also on whether the lake is an important wild rice lake. Each lake is assigned to one of three classes: 
Outstanding, High, or Moderate. Big Sandy is assigned to the class Outstanding, and is therefore a Lake of Biological 
Significance, requiring protection. 

   Mr. Radomski also commented on the influence that lake association members can have on electing county 
commissioners and representatives who will be good stewards of our water.

Rain Gardens Grow in Popularity
by Janet Smude, Aitkin County Soil and 
Water Conservation District

   Climate change seems to be bringing more rains and more heavy rains. When rain from these storms 
runs off a property and heads toward the lake it can pick up and carry all sorts of unwanted things:  fertilizer, 
grass clippings, vehicle oil/fluid, pet waste and more. You can capture this runoff, trapping pollutants and 
allowing the rain water to soak into the ground, in a simple rain garden.   

   A rain garden is a landscaped depression in a lawn designed to catch runoff. During a rain event, water 
fills the basin and is allowed to slowly soak into the ground. Native plants absorb the moisture and return it to 
the air.  Water does not stand in the garden for long – it is not a breeding ground for mosquitoes.  

   Native flowers and other vegetation are used to make the rain garden attractive and increase the benefits 
provided to the environment. Species that are native to our area are chosen because they are hardy and 
suited to growing here. Their deep root systems create channels in the soil that allow water to infiltrate 
quicker. The variety of native plants suited to rain gardens is huge – there is something to appeal to everyone! 

   Are you interested in learning more? Check out “Rain Gardens: A How-to Manual for Homeowners” 
at learningstore.uwex.edu/assets/pdfs/GWQ037.
pdf.  We can also meet with you to provide design 
assistance and potentially financial assistance. Grant 
funding from the EPA can cover up to 50% of the 
project costs. Many landowners contribute their labor 
to cover their half of the costs, which means the grant 
funds cover all out-of pocket-costs! 

   These simple gardens can do wonders to protect the 
water quality of Big Sandy Lake. For more information 
contact 

Janet Smude at (218) 927-6565.
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DNR Program Encourages   
Homeowners to Be Fire Wise

   Instead of burning leaves and other vegetation, the Department of Natural 
Resources Firewise Program reminds us to compost, mulch, or bag these materials 
as part of our spring yard work. In addition, the program recommends the following to protect our homes and 
property from wildfires:

• Clean needle and leaf accumulations from roofs
• Keep a 30-foot perimeter surrounding all buildings green and mowed
• Prune and thin the lowest 8 feet of all conifer trees within 100 feet of your home
• Keep a 100-foot hose attached to an outdoor faucet during snow-free months.

   At little or low cost, these measures will reduce the chance of property damage or loss. For more information 
and additional tips, see www.dnr.state.mn.us/firewise/index.html.  



A Few Words from our CO
by Amber Ladd

   Spring is here! Several anglers are anxiously awaiting the fishing opener 
to enjoy some open water fishing as the ice fishing ended up a shorter 
season this year with the weather conditions not cooperating. 

   A few items to keep in mind when getting out on the boat:
 
• Wear your life jacket! Water temperatures are cooler and hypothermia 

can set in very quickly!  Law requires a serviceable (not worn and torn) 
PFD – Personal Flotation Device to be accessible (not in packaging still) 
for every person on board. Children under 10 years old must wear one 
while the boat is underway (not anchored or docked). The PFD must fit the 
person in size and weight guidelines printed on the PFD.  

• Check your fire extinguisher! Not only should you know where it is, 
but you should be able to get it out and know that it is charged. If rodents decided to make your boat their 
home during the winter, chances are they got into your electrical and likely made a nest out of some very 
good kindling!  

• Keep the alcohol on shore! To have a fun day of boating, you do not need to have alcohol in your 
system. The conditions of boating (sun, wave movement, and glare) compound the effects of alcohol. The 
legal limit of alcohol is the same as any motor vehicle (currently .08 in MN). Most boaters who drink are not 
just out by themselves. You are putting yourself, your passengers and other boaters/swimmers at risk when 
you choose to drink and boat.  

   Aquatic Invasive Species remains a concern for most lakeshore owners and lake users.  Remember 
that ANY water related equipment can transport AIS from one lake to another. This includes water toys such 
as tubes and rafts, paddle boards, paddle boats, scuba gear, docks and boats to name a few. For more 
information on AIS visit http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/aquatic/index.html 

   On a different note, spring is often the time for shoreline and yard work. Remember that if you are going 
to do any burning that is greater than a 3’x3’ fire you must have a permit. Only untreated timber can be 
burned. If you are doing shoreline cleanup, some items do require a permit. Visit the self-help “do I need a 
permit?” page on the MN DNR website to learn if you need one:  http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/permits/water/
needpermit.html. Some actions do not require a permit, some require one, and some are not legal at all. This 
is also where you can find information on permits for removing aquatic plants. Weed rakes and rollers along 
with other weed removal methods are often not legal unless under the parameters of a permit.  

   Enjoy the Spring and stay safe!

   CO Amber Ladd #553, 
   MN DNR Enforcement (McGregor); 
   email:  amber.ladd@state.mn.us; Cell:  218-429-2021, 
   TIP:  800-652-9093 or #TIP from your cell phone

Did You Know?
By Robert O. Harder

   As I sat down to write the May article, I was thinking 
about both the topic for this issue and the history tour of the 
lake I have been asked to narrate during the Governor's 
Fishing Opener, May 12-14. When in my mind's eye the 
path of the FLOE CRAFT tour boat passed the entrance 
to Bill Horn Bay on its way back to Big Sandy Lodge, I 
remembered how my family first came to the lake and I 
realized I had just killed two birds with one stone. I now 
knew where to take the tour folks and what to point out, 
and I would write about my family's first arrival on what 
was then known as just plain "Sandy Lake" (the "Big" 
would come later with real estate developers).

   First, a little background. A dear friend and fellow 
lake resident, Bryan McGinnis, recently uncovered the 
accompanying rare photo/postcard taken from near the 
mouth of the Prairie River. The photographer was standing with his back to that big rock just to the south of the 
mouth, with water levels about two feet lower than today's normal. Those logs in the foreground are actually 
cedar fence posts and tamarack railroad ties, already pre-cut during the winter--all the prime red and white pine 
timber having long since been harvested. This may well have been one of the last log drives down the river; that 
wood might even have belonged to my grandfather, Marcus Nelson. As far as I have been able to determine, 
Marcus was the last to drive logs down the Prairie, in the spring of 1926. I believe this photo was taken around 
that time, and then later used in the 1930s or 40s to produce the postcard image. There is little to no evidence 
of any human habitation anywhere in the picture. To the far left is Battle Island, then beyond we can see Long 
(or Horseshoe) Island. To the far right is Indian Point (the CYC camp today). On the far western shore, directly 
behind Long Island, we see a very high hill, where the Scenic Overlook is located today.  We learned from Dave 
Laursen in a previous newsletter that 70 feet of the top of that hill was removed in 1947-48, when modern day 
Hwy 65 was extended north of Sandy Lake.

   Back to the family's arrival: By 1908, Marcus had become a successful merchant and logger in the Tamarack 
area and was ready to expand his operations. He had decided to go after the wood in the upper Prairie and 
Tamarack River systems and the time had come to scout out a location for a base of operations, what in logging 
circles was known as a "main drive camp." This was the staging area for his up-river camps, where summer 
gardens and barns of cows and hogs provided the winter supplies sledded up the river ice to those camps. 
Marcus thought that the "jack-pine flat" just inside the mouth of the Prairie River might be a good place to erect 
the buildings and he had come out for a careful look at that site. (It later became the family resort, "Camp 
Marcus Nelson.") This warm summer evening in 1908 found Mr. and Mrs. Marcus Nelson; my mother, Myrtle, 
age four; and her baby brother, Orvis, ensconced in a tent on "the sand bar," as we always called it, about 100 
feet to the right of the photographer at the Prairie's mouth (today it's the home of Andy and Sherrie Wilson). 
A fire was built and supper had been readied. In those days, very few people lived on the lake and the family 
felt quite alone. All of a sudden, from out of the night gloom, a large canoe appeared and beached itself. The 
Ojibway living on Indian Point had seen the fire and became curious. A terrified Myrtle, her childish head filled 
with tales of savage Indians ready to scalp little white girls, bolted for the inside of the tent. Marcus, on the 
other hand, was Mr. Hospitality himself. Having previously hired many Ojibway in his other timber camps, he 
was quite comfortable around them. Mamie immediately began setting dinner places for the several Indians 
while Marcus explained why he was there. He also took the opportunity to mention he would be glad to hire any 
number of Ojibway lumberjacks, news that went down well with his visitors. Supper was eaten, with the balance 
of the evening spent sociably spinning tales--one must presume one or more of the Indians spoke English, as 
my grandfather had no Ojibway. Throughout the evening, tiny, frightened Myrtle remained cowed inside the 
tent, peeking out under a flap from time to time, fully expecting at any moment to see her family massacred. 
The next thing she remembered was waking up in the morning, having finally fallen asleep from exhaustion. To 
her enormous relief, all was well--the Indians had quietly returned to Indian Point the previous evening.

   My grandfather took possession of 12 acres at the river's mouth and logged in the Sandy area for nearly 
two decades, until all the wood finally gave out. Marcus and Mamie would go on to employ many Ojibway 
loggers, befriending and socializing with several Indian families, something not common at the time. Myrtle 
overcame her fear of the "savages," becoming a teacher of young Ojjibway school children and even learning 
their language. By the 1930s, white settlers and Twin City sportsmen outnumbered the natives on Big Sandy 
Lake; the 1926 Nelson log drive and this photograph mark the end of an age.

Mark Your Calendars for the BSLA 
Annual Meeting!
Saturday, June 11

11:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
at Big Sandy Lake Lodge

   Meet other BSLA members, hear from local celebs, get updates on Big Sandy Lake issues, run for the 
board, win prizes, have a free lunch — all in the beautiful setting of Big Sandy Lake Lodge

   Please join us, and bring the family and weekend guests!



Common household insect pests
By Mike Tetrault,Pest Control Specialist

   At one time or another, homeowners may deal with some type of insect pest. Whether it’s a onetime 
occurrence or an on-going battle, this is an overview of some of the most common insects people deal with 
and some tips on how to help make a home less attractive.

   Spiders: All spiders eat insects; a lot of these insects are attracted to light, whether it is exterior lighting or 
light shining through your windows. A simple fix is to reduce the wattage or change bulbs to amber or yellow 
bulbs, as this will reduce the distance from which insects are attracted. Having lights shine down rather than 
out can help a great deal also. An exterior light is a buffet to a spider!

   Moving woodpiles from immediately outside the house or from the garage will reduce the numbers of 
spiders that may get inside. Not only are woodpiles a place for spiders to hide, they can be a source for other 
insects.

   Clutter can be a hidey-hole too. Stored boxes, equipment and clothing that is seldom used can harbor 
spiders.

   Reducing moisture can be a big help as all insects need it. Unfinished areas of a home tend to have more 
spiders, usually the lower level. Dehumidifiers can help a great deal with this. To make it less work to deal 
with the dehumidifier, if equipped, attach a drain hose and run it to a floor drain to it rather having to empty it 
repeatedly.

   Carpenter ants: These ants build their nest in damp wood, which is where the main colony is located.  
A main colony contains workers, eggs, larvae, pupae and an egg laying queen. This can be in a woodpile, 
a hollow tree or tree stump or wood retaining wall. If there are any moisture problems in the home, this is 
a possibility also. Most main colonies are outside, with satellite colonies being more common in a home. 
Satellite colonies do not have the same moisture requirements as a main colony. I refer to these as the 
branch office or finishing school as these are used for storage of older larvae, pupae and worker adults. At 
that stage of development, moisture is not needed. Any void that is created in the construction of a building 
can be exploited by a satellite colony. Correcting moisture problems in a building is a step in the right direction. 
Removing or destroying the main colony is the key, and as a result, the satellite colonies will die off over time.

   Stinging insects: These include Yellow Jackets, Bald Faced hornets and Paper Wasps. 

   Yellow Jacket nests can be in the ground, or a void in a retaining wall or a structure. They do build aerial 
nests that look like a bloated football, but these are an exception rather than the rule. They are yellow with 
black stripes, and about one half inch long. They can sting repeatedly as they do not lose their stinger when 
they sting, like a Honey Bee. These are the most dangerous of the bees and wasps.

   Bald Faced Hornets are mostly black with yellow or whitish markings and up to three quarters of an inch 
long. Nests are usually a tree or a shrub, and sometimes on the upper area of a structure. These nests are 
usually a bloated football shape.

   Paper Wasps nests are the easiest to identify by their single layer, open nest with cell openings facing 
downward. They are black and yellow, with a long thin waist and their legs hang down prominently. These are 
also the most easy to control as the nest is not enclosed and easily accessible for treatment.

   All of these do not re-use their nests. They mate in the fall and only fertilized females survive the winter. 
There are also Bumble Bees, Digger Bees, and other solitary wasps such as Mud-Daubers and Parasitic 
Wasps. These are less common, but do become a problem at times. 

   Fall Invaders: Asian Lady Beetles and Cluster Flies. These are more difficult to prevent as they come 
distances to enter cracks and gaps in structures to spend the winter. The best solution is to apply an insecticide 
to the exterior prior to their migration, which can start in mid to late August and extend into mid to late October, 
depending on weather conditions. The big problem is most homeowners lack the equipment to do a thorough 
application, especially for taller structures.  

   There are numerous other insect pests and rodents that can be a problem for a homeowner. I focused on 
those of which I tend to be called to deal with the most. Let me know if you have any other questions! I can 
reached at 218.464.2225.

Spring Time
by Sheriff Scott A. Turner

     It would appear, at least for the moment, spring has sprung. We have enjoyed a number of warm days, 
the ice is off the lake, golf courses are open, and the leaves on the trees are starting to appear. Most certainly 
our thoughts have moved to the days of summer.

     The buoys are out; however, be mindful of the possibility that new hazards may appear due to the work 
of Mother Nature. As always, if you observe something that you think should be marked, or if you have any 
other lake concerns, please give us a call. Boats are already present on the water - at the same time the 
water will still be quite cold. While we encourage life jackets (personal flotation devices) at all times, no time 
is more important to wear one than when the water is cold. Take a moment to put that life jacket on and keep 
yourself safe.

     Spring is also a time when we start thinking about stewardship. Not just stewardship of the land, air and 
water, but also of our role in our neighborhoods. As the weather gets nice, pe3ople will want to have their 
lake home windows open to enjoy the gentle breeze off the lake. And while you may enjoy stating up late and 
listening to loud music - your neighbor may not. In this context, please be mindful of how your activities may 
be affecting others in your neighborhood.

     Stewardship can be brought to the next level where we get to know everyone that lives in our 
neighborhood and we work together to make all neighborhoods crime-free. The whole idea of crime 
prevention really is a partnership between law enforcement and the citizens that we serve. Getting to 
know what vehicles belong in your neighborhood and reporting suspicious activity such as unusual noises, 
gunshots, breaking glass, screaming, etc.) can go 
a long way in helping us better serve you. Implicit in 
our motto “To protect and serve,” is that concept of 
cooperation. That partnership over the last several 
years has helped reduce the number of burglaries, 
county-wide.

     Most importantly, we strive for a conflict-free and 
crime-free summer for all neighborhoods and encourage 
everyone to help us in that process. So everyone, enjoy 
the great natural resource just outside your door...safely 
and conflict-free!

 Sheriff of Aitkin County
 217 Second Street NW
 Aitkin, MN 56431
 218-927-2138 Emergency 911
 Sheriff Fax 218-927-7359 
 Dispatch Fax 218-927-6887
 TOLL FREE 1-888-900-2138

Thank You
Please tell our fine business members 

how much you appreciate them, and give 
them your patronage. They understand 
that the well-being of Big Sandy Lake is 

essential to their business:

A+ Auto Body
Aardvark Septic

Big Sandy Camp & Retreat Ctr
Big Sandy Golf

Big Sandy Lodge & Resort
Century 21 Twin Lakes Realty

Covenant Pines Bible Camp
EyeCare Center of McGregor

Floe International
Grand Timber Bank

Independent School District #4 
Lake Country Power

McGregor Realty
Meyer’s Service Center

Nistler Plumbing & Heating
Peat Inc.

Tamarack Pest Control
Thrifty White Pharmacy

Willey’s Marine
Willey’s Sport Shop & Spirits

Yellowstone Log Homes
Zorbaz of Big Zandy Lake

Run for the Lake 5K
  
     The 5th Annual Run for the Lake 5K, benefiting 
the BSLA, will take place on Saturday, May 28, 
at Big Sandy Lodge. The first 200 pre-registered 
participants will receive a Dry Fit 5k shirt. Pre-
registration is $25 and can be done at bit.
ly/21GhJcW.   Same-day registration will be 
available 9 to 9:45 a.m. the day of the race and 
will be $30. The 5K race will begin and end at 
Big Sandy Lodge. Race time is 10 a.m. For more 
information, call the Lodge at 218-426-5040. See 
you there! 


