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Mission Statement
With respect for future generations,
the mission of the Big Sandy Lake
Association -- through education,
leadership, and by example -- is to
protect and improve water quality,
promote best practice shoreline
management and use, and seek

balance and harmony between the
rights of property owners and existing
(and proposed) rules, regulations,

statutes, and laws.

In this issue:

BSLA members are welcome
to attend the Board of
Directors meetings, held
from 8:30 to 11 a.m. on the
2nd Saturday of each month
in the lower level at Big
Sandy Lodge.
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And then there are
the regulars:

President's Letter

News from our CO

Bob Harder's "Did
You Know . . ."

President's
Letter
Greetings to you
all. We usually
keep our dock and
boat lifts in the
water until early
October and this
year, we were glad
we did. However,
when it was time to
take them out, I
needed a lot of help
and fortunately a
neighbor with his young (strong) sons and one of our sons were here to help out. I’m pretty sure
that I’ll be calling Willley’s or another boat and dock removal service to do it for me. I’m getting
too old to do this kind of work and I’m looking forward to not having to do it again.
Currently, we are finishing up the interior work on a craft room that I promised to make for Virginia
as part of the deal to give up our home in the cities and move to the lake permanently. It’s been
slow going, but all that’s left to do now is to finish the installation of the flooring and it will be
ready for her to buy and install her storage units and start her card making with room to spare. It’s
great to know that it’s finally close to completion.
It’s obvious that fall is over and old man winter is on his way a little earlier than usual this year.
Golf season at Minnesota National is over and I’d like to remind you who are available on Thursday
afternoons that the men’s league is great fun and a good way to meet more of the people who live in
the area. We have met some wonderful (and fun!) people as a result of my golf membership. The
group that played this year are really good guys and lessons are available through the golf course
with either of the two pros on staff.
The Lake Association meetings have been going great with many positive things happening.
The test results for the lake water show improvements in water quality that are very welcome. The
most likely cause for the improvement is the shutdown of the wild rice paddies just north of
McGregor, and ending the water runoff which goes directly into our watershed. The DNR has
reported that our walleye population continues to show improvement, which is attributable to the 14
to 18 inch slot limit.
In closing, I’d like to remind everyone to be aware of ice conditions (which vary greatly on our
lake) before going out to ice fish or snowmobile. The conditions of the ice can change a lot with a
short-term warm up in the weather and may freeze later than normal. Both of these outdoor winter
activities are greatly enjoyed by most lake residents and visitors, but don’t take a chance on going
out on thin ice and the risking the very real possibility of falling through the ice by going out on it
too soon.
I want to wish you all a wonderful Thanksgiving, a very merry Christmas and a safe, happy and
healthy New Year.

Bruce Johnson, President, Big Sandy Lake Association
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Wrapping up the Summer Season
by Conservation Officer Amber Ladd
I have been seeing several folks packing up for the season.
It has been a beautiful fall and hopefully you have enjoyed
it as much as I have. Duck hunting is still going strong on
the lake as well as fall angling. I have also seen quite a few
boaters just out for one last ride. Remember, with the cool
weather it takes very little time for hypothermia to set in,
so please be prepared and wear your life jacket.

As you pack things up for the season, please take time to
secure your water related equipment. It seems that every
spring there is a canoe or paddle boat that ends up across
the lake from where it started out the winter. And on that
note, if you intend to transport your water related
equipment, remember to follow AIS laws and
recommendations to we are not spreading unwanted water
critters around the state.

If you have questions/concerns feel free to contact me via
email or you can call the TIP line and they will get you to
me. I have my cell phone number listed, but have been
told we are going to be switching phone providers and I
will no longer have this number. I am told this will happen
soon but I do not know when. Once the change happens,
our work cell phone numbers will no longer be public and
you can reach a CO through our dispatch center or the TIP
line. My email is still a good way to contact me directly if
you have a question that does not need an immediate
response.

Thank you!

CO Amber Ladd #553, MN DNR Enforcement (McGregor)
Email: amber.ladd@state.mn.us, Cell: 218-429-2021
TIP: 800-652-9093 or #TIP from your cell phone.
Dispatch: 651-582-1543 General DNR info: 1-888-MINNDNR

Big Sandy’s Beautiful Invasive
by Ann Rorem, BSLA Board

Big Sandy Lake has one confirmed aquatic invasive plant: Flowering Rush. It is
an exotic plant that was introduced into several Minnesota counties. This aquatic
plant competes with native plants both in and out of the water. It grows as an
emergent along shorelines and as a submerged plant in lakes and rivers. When the
1-4’ stems are flowering, the head looks like a ball with numerous two inch
spikes, each ending with a pink flower. It spreads primarily by rhizomes but also
can be transported by wildlife as tubers.
The MN DNR tracks all reports of this pest and some efforts are taken to reduce
its impact, but there is no statewide control program at this time. Once
established, there are few effective measures for its suppression or eradication. A
number of years ago, an effort was made by the BSLA to pull and remove
Flowering Rush on Big Sandy. It is, however, still alive and well in its original
location in north Waban Bay. Unfortunately, while out paddling this summer, I came across a cluster of the rush in a
new location nearby. I’ve been in touch with the DNR, and we will be addressing this issue in the spring.

High-Speed Internet Coming to Big Sandy

SCI Broadband has begun installation of fiber optic cable
along Bridge Road and adjoining side streets. Service is
scheduled to go online for new customers along that route
in early spring 2018. SCI will be providing information
about how to sign up for service during winter 2018.

Scott Savage of SCI states that the company has applied
for a state grant, and if awarded plans to expand service
to other areas around Big Sandy Lake.

Cable fiber offers high-speed internet, with speeds up to
250Mbps initially and up to 1Gig in the future.

Autumn Leaves Cause
Winter Plowing Problems

As we tend to the fall leaves on our
properties, township road crews remind
us to be sure not to rake, push, dump, or
blow leaves into the ditches or road right-
of-ways. Leaves cling to the gravel in the
road, causing grading or plowing to push
gravel and rocks onto lawns. Leaves

pushed into ditches and road right-of-ways also change
the flow of the water drainage, causing possible washout
or flooding issues on the roads and adjoining properties.
The township crews do their best to respect the yards of
property owners and not cause damage.

Fall a Good Time to Inspect Docks and Lifts
By Ben Gisselman, BSLA Board

2017 has seen several Minnesota lakes become infested with zebra mussels, and fortunately with everyone’s
cooperative efforts, Big Sandy is not on that list and neither are many nearby Aitkin County lakes. Prevention is the
best tool, but so is quick response and potential treatment if an infestation is found. You can help by just taking a close
look at your shoreland equipment now that it has been pulled from the water.
Look on the posts, wheels and underwater support bars of docks and lifts, as well as any parts of boats, pontoons and
rafts that may have been submerged in water for an extended period. In newly infested waters, adult zebra mussels may
not be abundant and there may only be a few mussels on a piece of equipment. On a smooth surface, juvenile mussels
feel gritty, like sandpaper. Your observations will provide invaluable information in tracking the distribution of
invasive species – and will provide an opportunity to rapidly respond if new infestations are found.
If you suspect a new infestation of an aquatic plant or animal, note the exact location (GPS coordinates if available),
take a photo or keep a sample, and contact the region AIS specialist, Richard Rezanka 218-328-8821
(richard.rezanka@state.mn.us) or at www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/ais/contacts.html.

Enbridge Line 3 Project Update
by Janet Hill, BSLA Board

Here’s what's happened on the Enbridge Line 3 project since our August newsletter:

September: The Minnesota Department of Commerce (DOC) submitted testimony to the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (PUC) on Enbridge’s certificate of need application for the Line 3 tar sands pipeline project. In their
recommendation, the MN DOC concluded that that there is no need for the project, and that the risks outweigh any
limited benefits, noting, “it is reasonable to conclude that Minnesota would be better off if Enbridge proposed to cease
operations of the existing Line 3, without any new pipeline being built,” thereby agreeing with the long-held opinion of
the BSLA regarding the Line 3 project. This is not a final decision on the project, it is simply the conclusion of the DOC
about the project need. The PUC will consider the DOC's testimony in their final decision.

October: The final public hearings for Enbridge’s Line 3 pipeline took place at locations along the proposed route. The
public hearings for the McGregor area were held at the East Lake Community Center October 11th, with a standing-
room only crowd, many bused in by Enbridge. Several BSLA members attended to express opposition to the project.

On October 26th, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission ruled that Enbridge must release oil spill predictions for
the proposed Line 3 pipeline replacement. Enbridge contends that this information should remain secret, citing security
concerns, but both the PUC and Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) O'Reilly disagree with that contention.

November: November 1st, ALJ Lipman recommended to the PUC that they consider the Line 3 EIS "adequate" even
though it fails to meet some of the criteria set forth by Minnesota state law.

During the month of November, the intervening parties will present their cases to the ALG in evidentiary hearings (in a
trial-like setting), at the Metro Square building in St. Paul. The public is encouraged to attend.

Winter and Spring 2018: At the end of February 2018, the ALJ will make her recommendation, based on Minnesota
law and statute, to the PUC. The five-member PUC board will take her recommendation into consideration and make its
final decision on the Certificate of Need and, if needed, the Route Permit, around the end of April 2018.

THE FINAL DEADLINE FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS IS APPROACHING, and we urge all BSLA members to
speak out to help protect Big Sandy Lake from future oil spills. The only way to guarantee there will be no oil spill
is to have no oil pipeline in our watershed. This will be the last chance to state your opinion. There are no rules: just
tell the PUC your opinion of the "need" for a tar sands pipeline through Minnesota, and/or about Enbridge’s proposed
route through the Big Sandy watershed. To submit your opinion, you have a number of choices:

- Send an email to publicadvisor.puc@state.mn.us (this is the easiest)

- Fill out and online form atmn.gov/puc/line3/participate/comment

- Mail a letter to: Scott Ek, Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, 121 7th Place East, Suite 350, St. Paul, MN
55101

- Send a fax to 651-297-7073

Be sure to include the following in the subject line of your comment on any correspondence: “My comment on
Docket Numbers 14-916 and 15-137”

Your comment must be received at the PUC office by 4:30 p.m., November 22nd.

If you have questions, contact me at janethillnew@gmail.com. Thank you to all who have submitted comments.

AIS Efforts Around Minnesota:
Wright County Launches Regional Boat Inspection Pilot Program
by Christopher Krolak, BSLA Board

This fall, the first Minnesota regional boat inspection and
decontamination pilot program was set up in Wright County by the
Wright County COLA in cooperation with three local lake associations
and the MN DNR. Regional inspections are new to Minnesota but have
been used for years in some western US states and Canadian provinces.

The primary advantage of a regional boat inspection program is that it is
ten times more economical to operate than individual inspection
processes at every boat launch. For Big Sandy Lake, we pay four launch inspectors to monitor four launches about 20 hours per
weekend during the summer months, in which they are inspecting about ten boats per launch per day, on average. There are
several hours during the week and at the beginning and end of the boating season in which we do not inspect boats at the boat
launches because it’s not economically feasible to have an inspector waiting around for one or two boats a day.

Critics of the regional inspection sites highlight the inconvenience of traveling out of the way to get a boat inspected and work
around the business hours of the inspection station. Critics also pose the theory that boats are not the only source of AIS
infestations, so boat inspection processes, no matter how thorough, will not prevent AIS from spreading.

This pilot program will be used to understand the logistics of how a statewide regional boat inspection may work. We rarely know
for sure the source of any new single AIS infestation, so the effectiveness of a regional inspection program over local inspection
programs will be difficult to quantify. The location of AIS infestations around the state suggest that boats are a large contributor
to the spreading of AIS, and it is logical to assume that the more boats we can inspect prior to launch, the lower the risk of AIS
infestation from these boats.

We must ask ourselves, how much inconvenience are we willing put up with when launching a boat into Big Sandy in order to
help slow down or prevent the spread of AIS?

More information on the pilot program can be found at the Wright COLA website: http://www.wrightcola.org/

Leave it to Beavers

At the wild game dinner in McGregor this autumn, one of the
favorites was a beaver hot dish prepared by BSLA Board member
Russ Thompson. At our October board meeting, after hearing from
Township Supervisor Ron Smith about an overpopulation of beavers
making road maintenance difficult, Russ generously offered to
share his recipe. If you don't have a beaver problem, no worries:
Russ says any meat substituted for the beaver is just as good.

Russ Thompson’s
Beaver Hot Dish

Preheat oven to 350.
Prepare beaver meat by
removing all fat and tissue
that is not meat. Use hind
quarter and back strap.

2 medium onions, chopped
2 1/2 pounds beaver meat, cut in good-sized cubes
Flour
Salt and pepper
1 teaspoon rosemary
1 cup beef bouillon
1 cup green olives, small

Brown onions lightly in fact. Dredge beaver meat in well-
seasoned flour with salt and pepper. Brown quickly, and
transfer with onions to a casserole dish. Add 1/2 teaspoon
pepper and rosemary. Pour stock over meat, cover, and bake1
hour.

Add olives and continue cooking, covered, for one more hour,
or until meat is tender.
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This fall, the first Minnesota regional boat inspection and
decontamination pilot program was set up in Wright County by the
Wright County COLA in cooperation with three local lake associations
and the MN DNR. Regional inspections are new to Minnesota but have
been used for years in some western US states and Canadian provinces.

The primary advantage of a regional boat inspection program is that it is
ten times more economical to operate than individual inspection
processes at every boat launch. For Big Sandy Lake, we pay four launch inspectors to monitor four launches about 20 hours per
weekend during the summer months, in which they are inspecting about ten boats per launch per day, on average. There are
several hours during the week and at the beginning and end of the boating season in which we do not inspect boats at the boat
launches because it’s not economically feasible to have an inspector waiting around for one or two boats a day.

Critics of the regional inspection sites highlight the inconvenience of traveling out of the way to get a boat inspected and work
around the business hours of the inspection station. Critics also pose the theory that boats are not the only source of AIS
infestations, so boat inspection processes, no matter how thorough, will not prevent AIS from spreading.

This pilot program will be used to understand the logistics of how a statewide regional boat inspection may work. We rarely know
for sure the source of any new single AIS infestation, so the effectiveness of a regional inspection program over local inspection
programs will be difficult to quantify. The location of AIS infestations around the state suggest that boats are a large contributor
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Leave it to Beavers

At the wild game dinner in McGregor this autumn, one of the
favorites was a beaver hot dish prepared by BSLA Board member
Russ Thompson. At our October board meeting, after hearing from
Township Supervisor Ron Smith about an overpopulation of beavers
making road maintenance difficult, Russ generously offered to
share his recipe. If you don't have a beaver problem, no worries:
Russ says any meat substituted for the beaver is just as good.

Russ Thompson’s
Beaver Hot Dish

Preheat oven to 350.
Prepare beaver meat by
removing all fat and tissue
that is not meat. Use hind
quarter and back strap.

2 medium onions, chopped
2 1/2 pounds beaver meat, cut in good-sized cubes
Flour
Salt and pepper
1 teaspoon rosemary
1 cup beef bouillon
1 cup green olives, small

Brown onions lightly in fact. Dredge beaver meat in well-
seasoned flour with salt and pepper. Brown quickly, and
transfer with onions to a casserole dish. Add 1/2 teaspoon
pepper and rosemary. Pour stock over meat, cover, and bake1
hour.

Add olives and continue cooking, covered, for one more hour,
or until meat is tender.
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Wrapping up the Summer Season
by Conservation Officer Amber Ladd
I have been seeing several folks packing up for the season.
It has been a beautiful fall and hopefully you have enjoyed
it as much as I have. Duck hunting is still going strong on
the lake as well as fall angling. I have also seen quite a few
boaters just out for one last ride. Remember, with the cool
weather it takes very little time for hypothermia to set in,
so please be prepared and wear your life jacket.

As you pack things up for the season, please take time to
secure your water related equipment. It seems that every
spring there is a canoe or paddle boat that ends up across
the lake from where it started out the winter. And on that
note, if you intend to transport your water related
equipment, remember to follow AIS laws and
recommendations to we are not spreading unwanted water
critters around the state.

If you have questions/concerns feel free to contact me via
email or you can call the TIP line and they will get you to
me. I have my cell phone number listed, but have been
told we are going to be switching phone providers and I
will no longer have this number. I am told this will happen
soon but I do not know when. Once the change happens,
our work cell phone numbers will no longer be public and
you can reach a CO through our dispatch center or the TIP
line. My email is still a good way to contact me directly if
you have a question that does not need an immediate
response.

Thank you!

CO Amber Ladd #553, MN DNR Enforcement (McGregor)
Email: amber.ladd@state.mn.us, Cell: 218-429-2021
TIP: 800-652-9093 or #TIP from your cell phone.
Dispatch: 651-582-1543 General DNR info: 1-888-MINNDNR

Big Sandy’s Beautiful Invasive
by Ann Rorem, BSLA Board

Big Sandy Lake has one confirmed aquatic invasive plant: Flowering Rush. It is
an exotic plant that was introduced into several Minnesota counties. This aquatic
plant competes with native plants both in and out of the water. It grows as an
emergent along shorelines and as a submerged plant in lakes and rivers. When the
1-4’ stems are flowering, the head looks like a ball with numerous two inch
spikes, each ending with a pink flower. It spreads primarily by rhizomes but also
can be transported by wildlife as tubers.
The MN DNR tracks all reports of this pest and some efforts are taken to reduce
its impact, but there is no statewide control program at this time. Once
established, there are few effective measures for its suppression or eradication. A
number of years ago, an effort was made by the BSLA to pull and remove
Flowering Rush on Big Sandy. It is, however, still alive and well in its original
location in north Waban Bay. Unfortunately, while out paddling this summer, I came across a cluster of the rush in a
new location nearby. I’ve been in touch with the DNR, and we will be addressing this issue in the spring.

High-Speed Internet Coming to Big Sandy

SCI Broadband has begun installation of fiber optic cable
along Bridge Road and adjoining side streets. Service is
scheduled to go online for new customers along that route
in early spring 2018. SCI will be providing information
about how to sign up for service during winter 2018.

Scott Savage of SCI states that the company has applied
for a state grant, and if awarded plans to expand service
to other areas around Big Sandy Lake.

Cable fiber offers high-speed internet, with speeds up to
250Mbps initially and up to 1Gig in the future.

Autumn Leaves Cause
Winter Plowing Problems

As we tend to the fall leaves on our
properties, township road crews remind
us to be sure not to rake, push, dump, or
blow leaves into the ditches or road right-
of-ways. Leaves cling to the gravel in the
road, causing grading or plowing to push
gravel and rocks onto lawns. Leaves

pushed into ditches and road right-of-ways also change
the flow of the water drainage, causing possible washout
or flooding issues on the roads and adjoining properties.
The township crews do their best to respect the yards of
property owners and not cause damage.

Fall a Good Time to Inspect Docks and Lifts
By Ben Gisselman, BSLA Board

2017 has seen several Minnesota lakes become infested with zebra mussels, and fortunately with everyone’s
cooperative efforts, Big Sandy is not on that list and neither are many nearby Aitkin County lakes. Prevention is the
best tool, but so is quick response and potential treatment if an infestation is found. You can help by just taking a close
look at your shoreland equipment now that it has been pulled from the water.
Look on the posts, wheels and underwater support bars of docks and lifts, as well as any parts of boats, pontoons and
rafts that may have been submerged in water for an extended period. In newly infested waters, adult zebra mussels may
not be abundant and there may only be a few mussels on a piece of equipment. On a smooth surface, juvenile mussels
feel gritty, like sandpaper. Your observations will provide invaluable information in tracking the distribution of
invasive species – and will provide an opportunity to rapidly respond if new infestations are found.
If you suspect a new infestation of an aquatic plant or animal, note the exact location (GPS coordinates if available),
take a photo or keep a sample, and contact the region AIS specialist, Richard Rezanka 218-328-8821
(richard.rezanka@state.mn.us) or at www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/ais/contacts.html.
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Did You Know?
by Robert O. Harder

Over the years, I have often drawn article ideas from two
wonderful books, written by locals Eileen Wotring Keen
and Dave Laursen. Eileen's book, Footprints of Early
Backwoods Settlers, which Eileen copyrighted over to the
McGregor Public Library, is a delightful amalgam of
stories and colorful characters from Sandy Lake and
McGregor's past. There are tales of Indian times, early
settlers, lumbering days,
history of early local
townships, and much more.
Readers get a wonderful feel
of growing up on the lake in
the 1920s, operating one of
the first resorts just off old
number 5 on Fisherman's
Bay (the bay was the first
glimpse of Big Sandy Lake
motorists saw traveling
north). Wotring's Resort
operated for many years,
until times changed and the
family moved on to other
pursuits.

After marrying and raising a family in Richfield, MN,
Eileen returned to her childhood home on Wotring Road
off Hwy 65, where she served as the Workman Township
treasurer for the next 32 years. She was one of the
founders of ARTS (Advancement of Rural Talents) and
Pine Needles and Pens, a local writers group. One of the
original Sandy Lake settlers, Eileen passed away this past
September 21st at the ripe old age of 98. Used copies of
her out-of-print book pop up on Amazon from time to
time. Also, the McGregor Library may have additional
availability information.

Dave Laursen's book, A
Capital Place: Reminiscences
of a Sandy Lake Boyhood, is
indeed 'a capital read.' Dave
came along some years after
Eileen, growing up in the '30s
and '40s near Libby Dam. His
father, Ole Laursen, he of the
old Ole's Resort, was a
singular individual, a life-
long advocate of the lake and
important fixture in the area's

resort owner community, as well as a leading figure in the
formation of our first lake association. Old-timers will
recall Ole's leading role in helping to stabilize water levels
on Sandy and the Mississippi between Grand Rapids and
Aitkin, particularly his efforts after the devastating Sandy
Lake flooding during the early 1950s. Dave's recounts
how the Laursen family came to Sandy and endured some
pretty tough times--the era of the Great Depression. Ole
was determined to make his resort/store/filling station/
beer tavern a success no matter what, and the "what"
certainly happened, including deep financial difficulties,
family tragedies, and a catastrophic fire. All these many
years later, I am still in awe of the stubborn Dane's refusal
to give in.

Along with telling the family saga, Capital Place is filled
with lively vignettes about the region's early history,
stories of colorful lake characters, an accurate portrait of
the daily nitty-gritty in keeping a small fishing resort
afloat, and a fascinating account of how the coming of the
modern Highway 65 in 1947 changed everything on the
west side of the lake. The book's narrative has a Mark
Twain-like feel, a true-life odyssey of a young boy
growing up on the water, surrounded by forests and
wildlife and all the adventure that went with it. He grew
into young manhood as a self sufficient, happy son of the
lake, only reluctantly leaving it when he realized he had to
get more education if he was ever going to amount to
anything. Besides, he had heard the siren song of the
'modern world' and there was no going back after that. A
Capital Place also reminds us there is no going back to a
time on the lake we shall never see again. The book is
available on Amazon, new and used prices in the $10 to
$20 range.

After a long business career in the Twin Cities, Dave and
his lovely wife (the former Katherine Corniea of
Tamarack) operated for many years Peace Cliff Bed &
Breakfast on Leech Lake, where they are now retired.
Which only goes to prove you can for a time take the lake
away from the boy, but you can never keep the boy away
from the lake!

Editor’s Notes: As we go to press, we are sad to report
Katherine Corniea Laursen passed away on Oct. 19.

The BSLA is grateful to Bob Harder for his generous
contributions to our organization and his stories about Big
Sandy Lake. This area produces good authors, and Bob is one
of them. He isn’t one for self-promotion, so I’ll do it for him:
check out his latest book, The Three Musketeers of the Army
Air Forces: From Hitler's Fortress Europa to Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, available from Amazon.com.

Winter Drawdown on Big Sandy Lake
by Tamryn Frauenshuh, Site Lead/Natural Resources Specialist, Sandy Lake Recreation Area

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at Sandy Lake has begun the annual drawdown of the Big Sandy Lake reservoir for
the 2017-2018 winter season. Every winter the Corps lowers the water levels on Big Sandy Lake approximately 2 feet
to help prevent flooding in the spring that can be caused by snow melt and rain. Typical yearly operations of the Big
Sandy Lake reservoir are shown in Image 1.

The drawdown
begins October 1st,
and follows a
designated guide
curve as specified
in the Sandy Lake
Dam water control
and operations
manual, which was
developed by the
Army Corps of
Engineers, St. Paul
District. This curve
allows the reservoir to gradually be lowered each month to
prevent adverse shoreline and environmental impacts.
From Oct. 1 to Feb. 1 the lake is lowered roughly 5 inches
per month with lake elevation targets as shown in Table 1.
It should be noted that the reservoir cannot be lowered
past elevation 1214.30, the bottom of the winter draw
down, without Congressional Notification.

Throughout the winter months, Corps staff closely
monitor and adjust gates on the Sandy Lake Dam and take
weekly snow and ice measurements, which are provided
to the district’s water management team as well as the
National Weather Service. If you would like to track current lake elevations and drawdown progress, you’ll find hourly
readings online at www.rivergages.com. Instructions for accessing hourly elevations are as follows:

1. Type www.rivergages.com into your web browser.

2. Click on the “St. Paul District” on the map of the United States.

3. The web page will re-load and an additional drop down menu will appear at the top of the page for watershed basins
found within the St. Paul District. Select the “MISSISSIPPI HEADWATERS BASIN”.

4. This populates links to the various water level recording stations found within the basin. Select the link for “Big
Sandy Lake near McGregor MN,” near the middle of the webpage.

5. A detailing of previous hours’ elevations, as well as current river levels, can be found by clicking on the “Tabulate”
icon.

The Corps of Engineers Sandy Lake Dam and Recreation Area office is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. during the winter months, with federal holidays observed. Staff can be reached by calling 218-426-3482, or
by emailing sandy.lake@usace.army.mil

Our 2017 Business Members

Please give our business members your
patronage. They understand that the
well-being of Big Sandy Lake is essential
for the well-being of their business.

A+ Auto Body
A & M Electric
Aardvark Septic
American Legion Post 23
Aspen Realty, Inc
Bann's Bar & Restaurant
Big Sandy Camp & Retreat Ctr
Big Sandy Lodge & Resort
Catholic Youth Camps
Century 21 Twin Lakes Realty
Christian Realty North
David Winegar, DDS
Dive Guys Aquatic Weed Removal
EyeCare Center of McGregor
Floe International
Grand Timber Bank
Independent School Dist #4
Lake Country Power
Light Publications Satellite Office
McGregor Lanes
McGregor Realty & Property Mgmt
Meyer's Service Center
Minnesota National Golf
Nistler Plumbing & Heating
Peat Inc.
Tamarack Pest Control
Thrifty White Pharmacy
Voyageur Press
Willey's Marine
Willey's Sports Shop & Spirits
Yellowstone Log Homes
Zorbaz on Big Zandy

2017 OPERATION CHRISTMAS of Aitkin
County
by Jim Carlson, BSLA Board Liaison

Operation Christmas is a program coordinated by
volunteers working with area businesses and service clubs
to collect and distribute Christmas gifts for Aitkin County
families in need of help. In 2016, we collected and
provided gifts for 179 families consisting of 546 children
in Aitkin County. 192 of these children (35%) live in the
McGregor Schools area.

This program depends on gift and cash donations. Gifts
for all ages (0-18) are needed. Gifts should be new and
unwrapped. Cash donations are used to purchase additional
gifts and toys as donated ones are depleted. Cash
donations, in the form of a check, should be mailed to
OPERATION CHRISTMAS, PO Box 191, Aitkin, MN
56431 or dropped off at any of the sites listed below.Make
checks payable to Operation Christmas. ANGELS, in
McGregor, serves as the fiscal sponsor for Operation
Christmas and is a 501(c)(3) organization. Your donation
is tax deductible.

Gift donations will be accepted through December 8th in
the McGregor area at: ANGELS, McGregor Schools,
Grand Timber Bank, Members Cooperative Credit Union,
Floe International, Tamarack City Hall and One Stop Gas
& Groceries in Palisade.

How does the program work? Families in need of help
register in advance to set up a time to select gifts totaling
up to a value of $40 per child. This program is at no cost to
the family. This is why it is so important for you to share in
this with us. Please consider Operation Christmas early in
your planning. Early donations assist us in a more efficient
coordination of the program. Thank you for your assistance
in keeping the Operation Christmas program alive.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at
218-426-4256.

Gift donation deadline is Friday, December 8, 2017.
Gift distribution will be December 12-14 at the 40 Club
Convention Center in Aitkin.

Highlights from the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center Showcase
by Christopher Krolak, BSLA Board

MAISRC (Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center) is a 5-year old research center at the University of
Minnesota. MAISRC works in collaboration with the MN DNR to develop research-based solutions that can reduce the
impacts of aquatic invasive species by preventing spread, controlling populations, and managing ecosystems — and to
advance knowledge to inspire action by others. I recently attended the MAISRC annual showcase of current research
projects.

There is a lot of research focus at MAISRC on preventing the spread of AIS from one body of water to another. For
example, researchers are studying survival rates and dry-out times to better understand the risk of transporting AIS in or
on a boat. This research will help refine dry-time policies, and may help focus inspection efforts at higher risk.
Researchers are also studying genetics to better understand the sources of new infestations, which may also help focus
prevention efforts.

In addition to preventing the spread of AIS, there is also research focus on controlling AIS populations after the AIS is
established. Researchers are having success killing zebra mussel veligers with 1/16th the amount of chemicals needed
to kill adult zebra mussels, which may be an economical way to stunt the zebra mussel population. Native weevils have
been found to prefer eating eurasian water milfoil over native milfoil; this may be a native way to control EWM. A carp
fish kill in southern MN helped researchers identify a virus that carp are susceptible to.

Unfortunately, no silver-bullet AIS eradication method has been identified to date, so our focus for the health of Big
Sandy needs to be preventing any new AIS infestations and supporting the long-term research on AIS prevention and
management.

More information on the MAISRC center and current research projects can be found at https://www.maisrc.umn.edu/
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Did You Know?
by Robert O. Harder

Over the years, I have often drawn article ideas from two
wonderful books, written by locals Eileen Wotring Keen
and Dave Laursen. Eileen's book, Footprints of Early
Backwoods Settlers, which Eileen copyrighted over to the
McGregor Public Library, is a delightful amalgam of
stories and colorful characters from Sandy Lake and
McGregor's past. There are tales of Indian times, early
settlers, lumbering days,
history of early local
townships, and much more.
Readers get a wonderful feel
of growing up on the lake in
the 1920s, operating one of
the first resorts just off old
number 5 on Fisherman's
Bay (the bay was the first
glimpse of Big Sandy Lake
motorists saw traveling
north). Wotring's Resort
operated for many years,
until times changed and the
family moved on to other
pursuits.

After marrying and raising a family in Richfield, MN,
Eileen returned to her childhood home on Wotring Road
off Hwy 65, where she served as the Workman Township
treasurer for the next 32 years. She was one of the
founders of ARTS (Advancement of Rural Talents) and
Pine Needles and Pens, a local writers group. One of the
original Sandy Lake settlers, Eileen passed away this past
September 21st at the ripe old age of 98. Used copies of
her out-of-print book pop up on Amazon from time to
time. Also, the McGregor Library may have additional
availability information.

Dave Laursen's book, A
Capital Place: Reminiscences
of a Sandy Lake Boyhood, is
indeed 'a capital read.' Dave
came along some years after
Eileen, growing up in the '30s
and '40s near Libby Dam. His
father, Ole Laursen, he of the
old Ole's Resort, was a
singular individual, a life-
long advocate of the lake and
important fixture in the area's

resort owner community, as well as a leading figure in the
formation of our first lake association. Old-timers will
recall Ole's leading role in helping to stabilize water levels
on Sandy and the Mississippi between Grand Rapids and
Aitkin, particularly his efforts after the devastating Sandy
Lake flooding during the early 1950s. Dave's recounts
how the Laursen family came to Sandy and endured some
pretty tough times--the era of the Great Depression. Ole
was determined to make his resort/store/filling station/
beer tavern a success no matter what, and the "what"
certainly happened, including deep financial difficulties,
family tragedies, and a catastrophic fire. All these many
years later, I am still in awe of the stubborn Dane's refusal
to give in.

Along with telling the family saga, Capital Place is filled
with lively vignettes about the region's early history,
stories of colorful lake characters, an accurate portrait of
the daily nitty-gritty in keeping a small fishing resort
afloat, and a fascinating account of how the coming of the
modern Highway 65 in 1947 changed everything on the
west side of the lake. The book's narrative has a Mark
Twain-like feel, a true-life odyssey of a young boy
growing up on the water, surrounded by forests and
wildlife and all the adventure that went with it. He grew
into young manhood as a self sufficient, happy son of the
lake, only reluctantly leaving it when he realized he had to
get more education if he was ever going to amount to
anything. Besides, he had heard the siren song of the
'modern world' and there was no going back after that. A
Capital Place also reminds us there is no going back to a
time on the lake we shall never see again. The book is
available on Amazon, new and used prices in the $10 to
$20 range.

After a long business career in the Twin Cities, Dave and
his lovely wife (the former Katherine Corniea of
Tamarack) operated for many years Peace Cliff Bed &
Breakfast on Leech Lake, where they are now retired.
Which only goes to prove you can for a time take the lake
away from the boy, but you can never keep the boy away
from the lake!

Editor’s Notes: As we go to press, we are sad to report
Katherine Corniea Laursen passed away on Oct. 19.

The BSLA is grateful to Bob Harder for his generous
contributions to our organization and his stories about Big
Sandy Lake. This area produces good authors, and Bob is one
of them. He isn’t one for self-promotion, so I’ll do it for him:
check out his latest book, The Three Musketeers of the Army
Air Forces: From Hitler's Fortress Europa to Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, available from Amazon.com.

Winter Drawdown on Big Sandy Lake
by Tamryn Frauenshuh, Site Lead/Natural Resources Specialist, Sandy Lake Recreation Area

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at Sandy Lake has begun the annual drawdown of the Big Sandy Lake reservoir for
the 2017-2018 winter season. Every winter the Corps lowers the water levels on Big Sandy Lake approximately 2 feet
to help prevent flooding in the spring that can be caused by snow melt and rain. Typical yearly operations of the Big
Sandy Lake reservoir are shown in Image 1.

The drawdown
begins October 1st,
and follows a
designated guide
curve as specified
in the Sandy Lake
Dam water control
and operations
manual, which was
developed by the
Army Corps of
Engineers, St. Paul
District. This curve
allows the reservoir to gradually be lowered each month to
prevent adverse shoreline and environmental impacts.
From Oct. 1 to Feb. 1 the lake is lowered roughly 5 inches
per month with lake elevation targets as shown in Table 1.
It should be noted that the reservoir cannot be lowered
past elevation 1214.30, the bottom of the winter draw
down, without Congressional Notification.

Throughout the winter months, Corps staff closely
monitor and adjust gates on the Sandy Lake Dam and take
weekly snow and ice measurements, which are provided
to the district’s water management team as well as the
National Weather Service. If you would like to track current lake elevations and drawdown progress, you’ll find hourly
readings online at www.rivergages.com. Instructions for accessing hourly elevations are as follows:

1. Type www.rivergages.com into your web browser.

2. Click on the “St. Paul District” on the map of the United States.

3. The web page will re-load and an additional drop down menu will appear at the top of the page for watershed basins
found within the St. Paul District. Select the “MISSISSIPPI HEADWATERS BASIN”.

4. This populates links to the various water level recording stations found within the basin. Select the link for “Big
Sandy Lake near McGregor MN,” near the middle of the webpage.

5. A detailing of previous hours’ elevations, as well as current river levels, can be found by clicking on the “Tabulate”
icon.

The Corps of Engineers Sandy Lake Dam and Recreation Area office is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. during the winter months, with federal holidays observed. Staff can be reached by calling 218-426-3482, or
by emailing sandy.lake@usace.army.mil
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It Feels Like Home
by Ann Rorem, BSLA Board

My first visit to Big Sandy Lake was when I was two weeks old,
in September 1960. When I was growing up spending summer
weekends at my grandparents' cabin on Big Sandy Lake, I
learned about our past and current family on the lake through
words and pictures.

My great grandfather Thomas Krezowski and his wife Agnes
(nee Voss) built their cabin on the north side of Indian Point
Island on Big Sandy Lake in 1930. Many took part in the
building of that place, including my grandfather and his brother
Dom. My grandparents, Albin and Anamary Krezowski, would

bring my mother Margaret and
her brother my Uncle Jim to
spend sunny summer days water
skiing and enjoying sunsets on
the lake. The younger families
were growing, so my Gramps purchased the log cabin next door to his parents.

That’s where I come in. My grandparents had closed on their own place on the lake, and before
heading up Labor Day weekend of 1960, they stopped by to see my mom and me in the hospital.
Two weeks later I made my first visit, and haven’t stopped since. There were additions to the

cabin, and a deck eventually replaced the front steps, and I was there, cheering on my Gramps and Dad from my stroller. Mom and
Dad’s (Margaret and Roger West's) and my uncle’s families used the cabin until the late 70’s, when my uncle and aunt, Jim and
Liz Krezowski, purchased a place on Bill Horn Bay. Prior to this, my sisters and I would leave secret notes for our cousins, and
vise versa, to find tucked under a cushion of the settee in the front porch, as we shared the cabin on alternate weekends. On the 4th
of July, we would all pile into the wonderful log-and-chink cabin for our meals, and sleep in tents set up out on the front yard.
Thank goodness for the two seater up the hill!

Time passed with waterskiing and swimming, Island Cove for minnows,
Shamrock Ballroom, fishing on the pontoon, and bonfires. I have three
siblings. We all started dating, and eventually got married and introduced
our spouses to the wonders of the lake, with trips up the Prairie River,
checking out the dam, Pier 65, Traders Post. Then, in 1989, my parents’
first grandchild arrived: the first of my three sons. Our wonderful sandy-
beached place was beginning to feel a bit tight. My husband Steve and I
eventually found a place on Aitkin Lake in 2003, so we were still connected
to Big Sandy through the Aitkin Lake flowage, and spent many a weekend
boating to my parents’ place where their ten grandchildren gathered. My
cousin Mark built a log home on Long Point and until recently lived there
with his family.

In November 2015, we purchased our own place on Big Sandy, and in
March of 2016 moved onto the lake full-time. We are right across the bay
from where it all started 5 generations ago.

I’m home.

Note: This article is the first in what we hope will become a regular feature in this newsletter: family histories on Big Sandy Lake. If you have a
family history you’d like to share, please contact Janet Hill at janethillnew@gmail.com.

BSLA Continues AIS Prevention Efforts
by Christopher Krolak, BSLA Board

2017 AIS Boat Launch Inspection Summary

Four Big Sandy public launches were manned by Aitkin County AIS inspectors this past summer: Indian Point,
Hillcrest, Pier 65, and the South Libby Dam. Inspectors worked Friday afternoon through Sunday evening from
Memorial Weekend to Labor Day, plus a few days around July 4th, inspecting 2,150 boats being launched into Big
Sandy (1 boat every 45 minutes on average).

Seventeen boats were found to have the drain plugs not removed when entering the launch, and one boat was found to
have standing water in it, in total a 0.84% non-compliance rate. No boats were found with weeds or zebra mussels
during this inspection period.

County-wide, the non-compliance rate was a little over 1% with the biggest infractions being drain plugs installed,
visible mud or plants on the boat or trailer, and standing water in the boat. These results indicate that most boaters
launching into Big Sandy are following the regulations.

Zebra Mussel Early Detection Program Summary

The BSLA installed Zebra Mussel detector plates (“ZM detectors”) at various locations on Big Sandy during 2017 to help provide
an early detection process for zebra mussel infestations. Juvenile and adult zebra mussels will attach to the detectors, just as they
will attach to rocks, docks, etc. An inspector periodically pulls each detector out of the water and inspects it for the presence of

zebra mussels.

The detectors do not prevent zebra mussel infestations, but they
offer an inspection opportunity that normally doesn’t take place
until docks and lifts are removed from the lake in the fall. Early
detection of zebra mussels may enable the possibility of quarantine
and treatment.

Ten ZM detectors were installed on Big Sandy in May 2017. Four
were installed at public boat launches, and six at private residences,
to provide a sampling around Big Sandy. A map of ZM detector
locations is provided on the BSLA homepage
(www.bigsandylakemn.org) under AIS Inspection Programs.

No zebra mussels were detected during 2017 on the ZM detectors.
This is great news, however it does not guarantee that zebra mussels
are not present on Big Sandy. The ZM detectors, along with dock
inspections during fall removal, patrons inspecting their shorelines,
and velliger screening in late summer, all are important sensors to
help us detect the presences of zebra mussels in the lake.

We will be continuing this early detection program next spring and
are looking for additional volunteers to install and monitor devices
at their docks, especially those who live near inlets to Big Sandy or
near boat launches. Please contact board member Christopher
Krolak if you are willing to help with this program.

Out front is my great grandpa Krezowski, seated front left in sunglasses
and sombrero is my Gram, Anamary. Stooped down in back is my
Gramps, Al.

Me, Grams, Lisa, and Joan (in Gram's lap).

Photo of zebra mussel detector at the end of 2017, lots of
weeds and slime and some mystery snails, but no zebra
mussels were found.
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I’m home.

Note: This article is the first in what we hope will become a regular feature in this newsletter: family histories on Big Sandy Lake. If you have a
family history you’d like to share, please contact Janet Hill at janethillnew@gmail.com.

BSLA Continues AIS Prevention Efforts
by Christopher Krolak, BSLA Board

2017 AIS Boat Launch Inspection Summary

Four Big Sandy public launches were manned by Aitkin County AIS inspectors this past summer: Indian Point,
Hillcrest, Pier 65, and the South Libby Dam. Inspectors worked Friday afternoon through Sunday evening from
Memorial Weekend to Labor Day, plus a few days around July 4th, inspecting 2,150 boats being launched into Big
Sandy (1 boat every 45 minutes on average).

Seventeen boats were found to have the drain plugs not removed when entering the launch, and one boat was found to
have standing water in it, in total a 0.84% non-compliance rate. No boats were found with weeds or zebra mussels
during this inspection period.

County-wide, the non-compliance rate was a little over 1% with the biggest infractions being drain plugs installed,
visible mud or plants on the boat or trailer, and standing water in the boat. These results indicate that most boaters
launching into Big Sandy are following the regulations.

Zebra Mussel Early Detection Program Summary

The BSLA installed Zebra Mussel detector plates (“ZM detectors”) at various locations on Big Sandy during 2017 to help provide
an early detection process for zebra mussel infestations. Juvenile and adult zebra mussels will attach to the detectors, just as they
will attach to rocks, docks, etc. An inspector periodically pulls each detector out of the water and inspects it for the presence of

zebra mussels.

The detectors do not prevent zebra mussel infestations, but they
offer an inspection opportunity that normally doesn’t take place
until docks and lifts are removed from the lake in the fall. Early
detection of zebra mussels may enable the possibility of quarantine
and treatment.

Ten ZM detectors were installed on Big Sandy in May 2017. Four
were installed at public boat launches, and six at private residences,
to provide a sampling around Big Sandy. A map of ZM detector
locations is provided on the BSLA homepage
(www.bigsandylakemn.org) under AIS Inspection Programs.

No zebra mussels were detected during 2017 on the ZM detectors.
This is great news, however it does not guarantee that zebra mussels
are not present on Big Sandy. The ZM detectors, along with dock
inspections during fall removal, patrons inspecting their shorelines,
and velliger screening in late summer, all are important sensors to
help us detect the presences of zebra mussels in the lake.

We will be continuing this early detection program next spring and
are looking for additional volunteers to install and monitor devices
at their docks, especially those who live near inlets to Big Sandy or
near boat launches. Please contact board member Christopher
Krolak if you are willing to help with this program.

Out front is my great grandpa Krezowski, seated front left in sunglasses
and sombrero is my Gram, Anamary. Stooped down in back is my
Gramps, Al.

Me, Grams, Lisa, and Joan (in Gram's lap).

Photo of zebra mussel detector at the end of 2017, lots of
weeds and slime and some mystery snails, but no zebra
mussels were found.
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